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entertained by amateur effort. The taste for music
is also curtailed in its indulgence by the more im-
perious, if less welcome, summons of public affairs.
He has, however, like Herr Hitler, shown that even
in times of crisis he can still take pleasure in and
derive comfort from music. Indeed he visited
Glyndebourne during one of the critical week-ends
of the present summer, where his presence was
loudly cheered by his fellow music-lovers. His
favourite composer is Beethoven. Whether this is
exemplified by his political characteristics as clearly
as is Herr Hitler's preference for Wagner by his
political characteristics, I leave to students of
Beethoven to decide.

But perhaps Mr. Chamberlain's chief tastes, out-
side of his work, lie in the open air. Though he
retains for the most part an urban political outlook,
he is more rural in his tastes than either his father
or his brother. The popular conception of Joseph
Chamberlain was of a man who never took exercise.
This is in fact an exaggeration, but it is true to say
that Neville Chamberlain is the most physically active
of the Chamberlain trio. His physical activity is
partly due to, and partly the cause of, the robustness
of his constitution. It is perhaps unnecessary to
refer to this, as it is clearly evidenced by the way in
which at an age when many men are seeking relief
from their heavier and more responsible duties he
has borne the anxious burden of the last two years.
His diet is sensible but not self-denying, and he has
few of the fads of the rulers of modern Europe. He
has what is invaluable to a statesman, the ability to
sleep even at times of stress; this he exemplified by
taking a nap in the train on his first and historic
journey to see Herr Hitler at Berchtesgaden. He
has also the converse and equally necessary quality
of being able to do with very little sleep if the